
 

 

      The English Curriculum at Hindhayes            Poetry Progression 

                                                                                    Hooked on Thinking  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Working With and For Local Families 
 
                                                                                                                                                                      

Hindhayes Poetry Progression Map 
 Foundation Stage Year 1 Year 2 
Reading Poetry Action Rhymes 

Nursery Rhymes 
Counting Rhymes 
Rhyming stories 
Rhythmic poems and patterned poems that feature 
alliteration and word play. 

Poems about senses 
Poems about seasons 
 
Poems and rhyming stories with patterns and repetitions 

Humorous / Nonsense Verse  
Word play poems 
Poems with descriptive language e.g. colour poems, poems 
about the seasons 
Poems based on close observation of the natural world. 

Performing Poetry Join in with, copy and perform action songs and rhymes – 
including nursery rhymes. 
Move to strongly rhythmic songs and rhymes 
Tap out the rhythm of individual words and phrases e.g 
caterpillar, Sea,Sea,Sea. 

Create own action to go with poems. 
Watch poets perform online e.g. Michael Rosen 
Encourage small group performances of poems learnt by 
heart. 

Paired / individual performances 
 
Add own sound effects to a poem e.g. The Sound Collector 

Writing Poetry Create group / class poems which are modelled by the 
teacher, using the children’s ideas.  
Alliteration strings. 
Silly/Funny sentences. 
Simple poems based on experience e.g. I went to the park and 
I saw:… 

List poems 
Class poems 
Sensory writing 
Talk For Writing picture based poetry – animal faces 
 

Write simple rhyming strings and couplets 
Invent alliterative tongue twisters 
Non-rhyming poems based on personal experience – e.g. 
fireworks 
 
Write a poem based on close observation of a natural object 

Vocabulary Nursery rhyme                Sound 
Word                                Sentence 
Beat                                  Poem 
Rhyme                              Letter 
 

Consolidate EYFS list 
List poem 
Nonsense poem 
Repetition 
Pattern 

Consolidate EYFS and Year 1 list 
Metaphor 
Personification 
Limerick 
Acrostic 

Texts / Resources Suggested Books 
Tanka, Tanka Skunk 
Pass the Jam Jim 
Oi (cat/dog/frog etc) 
Bear Hunt 
Any by Julia Donaldson 
Shirley Hughes seasonal poetry 
Poetry Spine books:      
Here’s a Little Poem      
Sharing a Shell      
My Many Coloured Days     
A treasury of Songs Books 

Suggested Books – Including classic poetry 
Any by Dr Seuss 
The Lion Inside 
The Koala Who Could 
Any by Julia Donaldson 
Shirley Hughes seasonal poetry 
Poetry Spine Books: 
Hey Little Bug 
When we were young 
The Puffin Book of Fantastic First Poems 
Here’s a Little Poem 

Suggested Books -  Including classic poetry 
The Language of cat 
Animal Magic 
A Caribbean Dozen 
Noisy Poems 
Roald Dahl Revolting rhymes 
Poetry Spine Books: 
Crazy Mayonnaisy Mum     
The Works Key Stage 1     
A First Poetry Book  
Heard it in the playground 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


